English Printing

of English workmanship, as those found in the
books of foreign printers were much more finely
cut. This block, which Caxton did not begin to
use until 1487, afterwards passed to his successor,
who made it the basis of several elaborate varia-
tions.

Upon the death of Caxton in 1491, his business
came into the hands of his chief workman, Wynkyn
de Worde.   From  the  letters   of  naturalisation
which this printer took out in 1496, we learn that
he was a native of the Duchy of Lorraine.   It was
suggested by Herbert that he was one of Caxton's
original workmen, and came with him to England,
and this has recently been confirmed by the dis-
covery of a document among the records at West-
minster, proving that his wife rented a house from
the Abbey as early as 1480.   In any case there is
little doubt that Wynkyn de Worde had been in
intimate association with Caxton during the greater
part of his career as a printer, and when Caxton
died he seems to have taken over the whole business
just as it stood, continuing to live at the Red Pale
until 1500, and to use the types which Caxton had
been using in his latest books.   This fact led Blades
to ascribe several books to Caxton which were prob-
ably not printed until after his death.   These were
The Chastising of God's  Children, notable typo-
graphically as being the first book printed at West-
minster with a title-page; The Book of Courtesy e,
and the Treatise of Love, printed with type No. 6;